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"... To hear him was a jay for body and soul. As the voice of the thrush rejoices in
the summer night, so our singer rejoiced - the voice of the Swedish landscape
itself... " Johannes Norrby

Dear music-friend,
This mailing brings you news of some of our work in support ofclassical vocal
music during 2004, see our enclosed Newsletter for more details.
Also enclosed is the latest CD in Naxos's "Jussi Bji>rling Collection,"volume 5
with songs in five languages, some from 1940 that unaccountably never. were
released by RCA and the entire contents of a wonderful LP from 1952 called
"Jussi Bjorling in Song" that RCA never released on CD. Because of differences
between copyright laws in the USA and Europe, this CD will not be on sale in
the USA any time soon - so we bring it from Naxos-Sweden to you as a perq of
membership in JBS-USA.
The CD's excellent notes by Harald Henrysson are in Swedish only, so we've
enclosed also the translation by Harald and Sue Flaster.
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We've also enclosed the texts of all the songs on this CD that are not already
available in the booklet for RCA's recent CD release of"Jussi Bjorling
reDiscovered - the Carnegie Hall recital of September 1955" - and one of the NY
Times's "best classical CDs.. of 2003: "magnificent" said Anne Midgette.
(We hope you enjoy our additional quotes from Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau's monumental study of Schubert's songs - and we throw in the first page of a 20-page
exegesis on Schubert's perfect 14-bar setting of an 8-line poem by Goethe!)
Please send us a membership contribution by Feb. 5, and we will thankfully renew
your membership for 2005 and also send you Vol. 4 ofNaxos's Bjl>riing-series as an
extra perq. (Vols. 1-3 are easily available in the US.)
Ifyou forgot to renew your membership in JBS during 2004, renewing now with

your check ($35, or $50for family membership) will get you Naxos 's Vol. 5 +
membership through February 5, 2005.
(An additional contribution of$10 or more will get you Vol. 4 + Vol. 5.)
Many thanks again for your support of our Bjorling Society!

(over)

Some additional news: your next membership information will come from Laura
Homonnay-Demilio of Pittsburgh - who has signed on to take over the task of
Membership Chair from Mickey Dove. Many of you already know of Laura and her
knowledgeable and enthusiastic contributions to the online Bjorling@ yahoogroups.com
discussion group: Welcome Laura!
Coming up in our next issue #15 of our Journal, now scheduled for May 2005:
a collection of articles dealing with Jussi Bj6rling as the tragic Canio and the rake Turridu,
inPagliacci and Cavalleria Rusticana: Just in time for new re-issues ofBj6rling's 1953
recordings by Naxos, as well as by EMI in their "Historical Classics" series.
We'll bring you more interesting "Jussi-cology": A summary of David McKee's
authoritative 1993 survey for The Opera Quarterly of20 complete recordings, as well as
Laura Homonnay-Demilio's addendum to that article. We'll also bring you Stephen
Hastings' close analysis of Jussi's broadcast assumpt;ion of both those roles in a single
1954 evening in Stockho~ as currently available from Swedish Bluebell in its elegantlyproduced ''Jussi Bj6rling Series," as well as Harald Henrysson' s translations of reviews
covering Jussi's 20 year career as Canio in Stockholm and Vienna. And as always you'll
enjoy Karl Reider's memories of Jussi as Turridu at the Met, and other reminiscences of
Jussi's triumphant return to the Met as Turridu in November 1959 by Don Goldberg,
Bill Clayton, Mati Zeiti, and Musical America's enthralled reporter.
Just a taste from David McKee's survey:
"Canio here [in RCA's 1953 recording of Pagliaccz] rejoices in a voice of incomparable
beauty: Jussi Bjoerling at the top of his game ... phrase after phrase is gorgeously
turned, with soaring top notes. When conveying fury, Bjoerling's voice has the
focused heat of an acetylene torch (with no loss of tonal sheen) ... His 'Un tal gioco'
should be a model for all aspiring Canios, and the Swedish tenor offers the noblest
'Vesti la giubba,' with but a hint of a sob."
And you also can look forward in future issues of our Journal to Gail Campain' s
translations of the final chapters from Bertil Hagman 's 1960 collection "En Minnesbok"
("A Memory-bookn), as well as Kristian Krogholm's record reviews, Madeleine
Drake's ' Web Notes," "Jussi in the News'' with Carla Ramsey, and other regular
features, as well as Carla's musicological study of a favorite Puccini aria, "Che gelida
. ,,
mamna.
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With sincere best wishes for a happy and healthy 2005,
from your hard-working volunteer Board:

'Mickey ~ ':Bi((, §rea, Sue, 'Kenda((, 'Dan, andLaura,
and all our valued and essential supporters: the Bj6rling family and Museum,
and our talented Advisors, members, and friends

